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Background & Objective: The main goal of research in the field of creative educational climate is to achieve 

results applied to persuade students to think freely, creatively, and critically. This study aimed to determine the 

role of a creative educational climate in reflective thinking tendencies in students. 
Materials and Methods: This descriptive and correlational study was performed on all students studying in 

the school of nursing and midwifery of Qaen in the academic year of 2015-2016 (N=300). The sample size 

was estimated at 169 using the Krejcie and Morgan’s table and the participants were selected applying the 
stratified random sampling. Data were collected using Kember’s reflective thinking questionnaire (2000) and 

Ekvall’s creative climate scale (2013). Data analysis was performed in SPSS version 22 using independent t-

test, Pearson’s correlation coefficient, analysis of variance, and regression. 
Results:  In this study, the total mean and standard deviation of creative educational climate and reflective 

thinking tendencies was reported to be 176.52±29.67 and 61.32±8.10, respectively. According to the results, 

there was a significant relationship between the components of creative educational climate and reflective 
thinking tendencies (P<0.01). Moreover, the components of the creative educational climate were able to 

predict students’ reflective thinking tendencies (P<0.000). On the other hand, no significant difference was 

observed between male and female students in terms of reflective thinking tendencies (P=0.711). 
Conclusion:  According to the results of the study, establishing a creative educational climate improves 

thinking and focus, thereby affecting reflective thinking tendencies. It is recommended that the components of 

a creative thinking climate by considered by professors to increase students’ participation in discussions. By 
doing so, they would play a considerable role in the use of strategies of reflective thinking tendencies. It is also 

suggested that a creative educational climate be considered in educational environments by educational 

planners. 
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