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Background & Objective: Aside from professional and subjective knowledge effective education requires 

pedagogical knowledge, which educators need to acquire. The present study aims to explain the ways to 
achieve pedagogical knowledge by clinical educators in the field of medicine. 

Materials and Methods: In the present qualitative study–grounded theory– 27 clinical instructors of Birjand 
University of Medical Sciences, with enough experience or knowledge were interviewed (semi-structured 

interview). Based on Corbin and Strauss’s analytical approach (2008), along with data collection to reach 

theoretical saturation and grounded theory, constant data comparison was done. Finally, in order to ensure 
authenticity and consistency of the study Lincoln and Guba’s criteria were used. 

Results: The final findings of the research include category: contexts for acquiring and identifying 
pedagogical knowledge, knowledge acquisition strategies as a study phenomenon and limiting the acquisition 

and identification of pedagogical knowledge, and consequently the lack and dispersion of pedagogical 

knowledge as the most important concern. Acquisition and identification skills of pedagogical knowledge as 
a causal condition and finally improving the quality and development of education, improving student 

satisfaction and learning as a result. 

Conclusion: Acquiring teacher knowledge requires the benefit of individual learning strategies and 

professional development in the organizational, cultural and individual context. However, examining the 
results of using these strategies in promoting teachers' teacher knowledge is a starting point for future 

research. 

 

Original Article                                                                    Open Access 

Copyright © 2020, This is an original open-access article distributed under the terms of the Creative Commons Attribution-noncommercial 4.0 

International License which permit copy and redistribution of the material just in noncommercial usages with proper citation 

Ramazanzade  et all. J Med Educ Dev. 2020; 13(39): 23-34   Journal of Medical Education Development 

https://orcid.org/0000-0001-9647-3037
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-5864-5846
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-6920-5512
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-9390-0451
http://dx.doi.org/10.29252/edcj.13.39.23


T            24 



Ramazanzade et all

 

 
 

 

Other similar open 

codes 

 Ability to ask 

educational experts 

about the best 

educational model, 

ability to ask 

colleagues about 

the implementation 

of an educational 

method, asking 
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" Any case I work on and I have a problem again, now I 

should have the ability to ask: “what should I do?”. So, 

this student with what has happened, how should I 

deal with it or how did I deal with it? In fact, to analyze 

my encounter ... I should be able to ask ."  
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Figure 1: The process of forming a Category of data 
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Figure 2: paradigm pattern of identification and acquisition strategies  
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